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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
CLOSE OF SESSION.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhos) [10-51]): I propose
to close the asession to-morrow. There
is not much business bafore this Chamber
or before the other House. The work
to-morrow will largely consist of Mes-
sages between the two Chambers. I
propose to put up for consideration the
balance of the Council’s amendments
to the Land Bill, and also the amend-
ments by the Council to the Sale of
Liquor Regulation Bill and dispose of
those measures first. We shall then
deal with the other Messages and any
additivnal matters which might require
attention.

Mr. George: What about the Com-
monwealth Powers War Bill ?

The PREMIER : That is a matter
for consideration.

Hon. Frank Wilson : When do you
intend to bring forward the matter re.
garding the export of wheat ?

The PREMIER : There is to be a
conference on Thursday morning at
eleven o’clock to deal with that.

House adjourned at 10-62 p.m.

Lcaiciative Council,
Thursday, 25th November, 1915.
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QUESTION — YANDANOOKA STA-
TION, FORAGE REQUIREMENTS.

Hon. W. PATRICK sasked the Colo-
nial Secretary: 1, Has any baled lucerne
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or other forage been sent to Yandanooka
during the last four months, and, if so,
what quantity (in tons)? 2, What was
the cost, including railage to Yanda-
nooka? 3, Has there been any necessity,
on aceount of shortage of natural grass
and forage, to send stock feed to Yanda-
nooka?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. FKx Geraldton -17 tons
maize, 29 tons lucerne hay; Northam—
21 tons lucerne hay, 12 tons bran, 2,
Maize, £7 per ton, plus railage; lucerne,
£6 10s. per ton, plus railage; bran, £5
8g. per ton, plus railage. 3, The Inp-
dustries Assistance Board has no in-
formation on this point.

 LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. J. HOLMES
{North) leave of absence for six c¢onsecn-
tive sitlings granted to Hon. Sir E. H.
Wittenoom (North) on the ground of
urgent private business.

BILL—PROHIBITION OF TREAT-
ING ON LICENSED PREMISES.

All Stages.

Introduced by Hon. J. J. HOLMES

and read a first time.

Second Reading.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES (XNorth) [3.6]:
I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second {ime.

In Commitiee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; Hon.
J. J. Holmes in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 1—agreed to.

Clanse 2—Treating prohibited :

Hon. ¥. CONNOR: T am opposed to
this clause. Tf a Bill of this deseription
is passed, it will be the laughing stoek
of the community. I have no doubt that
Mr. Holmes is imbned with enthusiasm
in the temperance eause. Thiz Bill 1s
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brought in, I understand, because in
England the same priveiple has been

adopted, but I ask hen. members to take
inlo consideration the differeace between
the conditions in England and those ex-
isting in this State. I do nol envy Mr.
Holmes when he goes before his electors
in  Derby, Wyndham, Hall’'s Creek,
Marble Bar, and some of the other thirsty
places in the North. This is purely
grandmotherly legislation. I endeavoured
recently when a Bill dealing with the
liquor question was before the House to
have inserted an amendment applying
the provisions of it to Parliament House,
but this was negafived. I say that this
sort of legislation is iniquitous and
wrong, and that tlic eountry will not
stand (o the people who pass it. 1 think
the Bill will be thrown out in another
place where the good sense of members
should show them whet is right and what
18 wrong. It is interference with the
liberty of the subject. If the Bill is
passed into law, I feel sure that the law
will be more frequently broken than ob-
served. I enter my most emphatic pro-
test against the proposal.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: 1 am very much
surprised at a Bill of this nature being
brought befere us at all. Tt is a most
drastic pieee of legislation, and perhaps
the most drastic ever introduced into
this or any other House of Parliament.
I can only imagine a measure of this
nature emanating from a lot of big
scheolboys, whoe are holding what they
are pleased to term a model Parliament.
A Bill such as this emanating from an
hon. member with the experience of Mr.
Holmes, beggars description. It is noth-
ing more nor less than frying to carry
inte execution one of the biggest fads
that anyone ecan conceive. Whag would
be the effeet of the Bill were we to carry
it? We would be the laughing stock of the
world. Who would observe such a law?
There are very few in this House who
would abide hy it. To attempt to foist
a Bill of this nature on the people to
eatisfy the fads of a eertain section is
nothing short of a waste of the eonntry’s
time. I have no hesitation in saying it

[COUNCIL.]

15 the most foolish piece of suggested
legislation ever submitted to this House.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 must ask hon.
members to  address themselves to
Clanse 2.

Hon. W. PATRICK: I am nob going
to speak against the measure because I
have already stated I am in favour of
such legislation, but when we come to
the end of the Bill I propose to introduce
a clause to limit the time of the opera-
tion of the measure. I think, too, that
the penalty 18 too high. If it were re-
duced from £5 to £2 that would meet the
case.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: If we pass a
Bili of this deseription we shall be mak-
ing laws for other people which we our-
selves will nol abide by.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : T agree with
Mr. Patrick that this Biill should be
limited to war time. That was the inten-
fion when the clause was originally sug-
gested, and as an experiment in war time,
I think there are very few thoughtful
men who will object to such a restriction
on our liberty.

Hon, F. CONNOR: It might be
pointed ont that lhe less drink there is
the less revenue there will be for the
Government to work with. Of course, I
do not hold there should be more drink-
ing for the purpose of increasing the
revenue,

Hon. H. P. Colebateli: We might drink
the country out of debt.

Hon. F. CONNOR: Most of the con-
tingents which have passed through F're-
mantle on their way to the front have
been very badly behaved, but one in par-
tieular whose conduct was most exemp-
lary deserves some mention—I1 refer to
the New Zealanders, who were very well
behaved while they were in port, and
they were about the only ones whe had
a wet canteen. All the extreme wow-
serism that we have had instances of is
answered by that example. I bring it
under notice for what it 15 worih, but in
my opinion it is an argument against ex-
ireme and silly legislation sueh as Mr.
Holmes has brought forward.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: One would ima-
aine from the remarks of My. Cullen that
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‘the sale of liguor has inereased, and that
it was absolutely necessary during war
time to take away the privilege of shout-
ing. The figures which I have obtained
fromn the Fxeise Department show that
in the period from the 1st April to the
A0th September last, compared with the
corresponding period of the previous
year, there was a falling off in the con-
sumption of loeal beer of 326,761 zallons,
and of imported heer of 25,227 cullons,
a tolal of 334988 gallons.

Hon. J. B. Cullen:

wianlter months,

Hon, J, DUFFELL: In the face of
those figores Mr, Holnes suggesis a Bill
providing for a penally of £3 if a man
shouls for anather,

Hon. [J. J. IIOLMES: With reference
to the vemarks of Mr. Connor, who re-
ferred to the position of the men at Hall's
Creek andl Wyndham, his argument falls
to the ground because the unforiunate
man up there will be able to huve his
drink in the usual way. Buat what (he
Rill proposes is to prevent him  from
“pouring fiquor into the man in the imme-
diate vieinity, whether that man wants it
or not.  The limitation of hours repre-
sents a oreater interference with the
liheriy of the subject. T have made five
trips Lo New Zealand in the last 12 years
anfd staved as long as three months, nnd
T got my anti-shouting ideas there.
Twelve vears ago I told the temperance
party herve they were on the wrong traek,
bhut my preposat, like every other sen-
sthle one, was turned down hy them. The
New Zealand seldiers came from a tem-
perance country and were nol aecns-
tomed to our pernicious system. In the
lagt 30 vears I have seen some of the best
men rtnined because of this pernicious
system. Some are in drunkards’ graves,
some in the lunatic asylum, and some in
the inebriates' home. Such legislation is
not considered childish in olher countries.
In England it has been attended by
marvellous results. T have no objection
to the mensure being limited fo the dura-
tion of the war. Tf it is given a fair
trial, T am satisfied the publie will insist
on its confinuance.

Those were the

Hon, W, Patrviek:
ing in New Zealand ?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: it does not pre-
vail to ihe same extent there. This Bill
proposes to deal wilh licensed premises
and, as Parliament is not a lieensed house,
it eannot be breought within the scope of
lhe measure,

Hou. H. MILLINGTON: if [ bad been
in the Fouse, § would have opposed the
second reading.  This s treak legisla-
lton. There are many seocial customs to
which 1 object, but it wounld be inadvis-
able to legislate against them. The tem.-
perance party have not agitated for this
reform and, before we legislate to abol-
ish a recognised custom, there should he
some move on the part of the general
public.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What aboul the
resolution at the big meeting last week?

Hon. H, MILLINGTON: The question
ol shouting was merely a side issue at
that meeting,  There is no recognised
publie opinion behind this proposal and,
before it could be successful, the com-
munily must be bhehind it. This House
12 supposed to guard against hasty legis-
Iation, but this Bill has heen hurried
through,

Hon. J. DUFFELL: T have made 19
trips to New Zealand, some of lhem ex-
tending over six months, and have seen
the evils prevailing in the dry areas, This
ncasure would tend to produce similar
evils here.

Hon. . COXNOR: In the north of
Ireland there is a model village of 11,000
operatives, who boasted of being minus
the three P’s—they had no public-house,
no pawnshop, and no poliece harracks.
Yet it was the most immoral and drunken
village in Ireland. If we impose such
silly restirictions upon the people, we
shall only make them worse.

Hon, A, G. JENKINS: I have paired
with Mr. Cornell, who is opposed to the
clanse. The Bill bas not been rushed
through. The question was debated at
zreat lenglh previously and members
knew {he Bill was to bhe introduced, 1f
they were not present to speak on the
second reading, it is their own fault. The
conditions are different in England, where

T there no shant-



272

there are bundreds of thousands of sol-
diers and munition workers, but there will
be plenty of munition workers in West
Ausiralia soon and there are thousands
of soldiers in the State. We all know
that drink is forced on many young fel-
lows, and that they drink merely out of
goad fellowship, 1f it were only for the
protection of these soldiers, I would vote
for the elause. Nearly the whole of the
over-drinking amongst the soldiers is due
io the abolition of {he wet canteen.
Brilish army men and chaplains have
told me it has heen proved conclusively
. that the wet canteen is the best safeguard
against excessive drinking amongst sol-
diers. The same (fhing apphes here.
Numbers of the men in eamp have been
aceustomed to take a certain amount of
ligquor every day. They cannot get drink
in the camp at all, and, natorally, when
out of eamp they want a drink, and, un-
fortunately, there are many people want-
ing to buy them drinks. I do not bhlame
the soldier in this matier; far from it
In many cases it may be the last drink
a man will have in his life; and if il is
Iis idea of n good time to take some
drinks, why should we throw stones at
him? However, te try and lessen the
drinking evil amongst soldiers, 1 support
(he elause. Having paired with Mr. Cor-
nell, T eannot vote on the clause.

Hon. H. MTLLINGTON: The elause
provides a penalty for any person sup-
plying liquor gratis to others. How
would this apply in the case of a smoke
social, say, held on licensed premises by
a union or a lodge? Some of those pre-
sent might be called an lo pay, but others
would he invited guests. Would an of-
fence be committed in that case? Again,
1 may, like other hon. members, be asked
for a shilling for a meal, the shilling be-
ing expended on food in liguid form.
Shall T be hable to a penalty of £5 in
such cireumstances? I am afraid Mr.
Holmes is taking on a large contract in
endeavouring to abolish the well-estab-
lished eustom of shouting.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Bill does
not affect rocial evenings, as is shown hy
the proviso, However, T think social
evenings might well he given up in war

{COUNCIL.]

time, Hke other amusemenis have leen
miven up.

Clanse put, and a division laken with
the following result:—

Ayes 10
Noes 8
Majority for 2
AYes.
ion. J. F. Allen Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hopo. R. J. Lynn
Hon. . P. Calebatch Hon. W. Patrick
Hon, J. F. Cullen Hen, H. Carson
Hon. J. M. Drew (Teller).
Hon. V. Hamersley
Noea.
Hon. R. G. Ardagh . Hoa, H. Millington
Hon. E. M. Clarke s Hon G, M. Bewell
Hon. F. Cueunor Hen, A. Sandersrop
Han., J. Duffell (Teller).

Haon. 8ir J. W_ ifackell

Clavse lhus passed,

Clause 3—Definilion af “licensed prem-
ises” :

Hon. . CONNOR: | move an amend-
ment— :

That after the word “held” in line

4, there bie inserted *“Parliament House.”
We want to be consistent. If this law
is suitable ai all, it is smitable for those
who make it.

Hon. J. ¥. CULLEN: The hon, mem-
ber knows perfectly well that Parliament
House is not subjeet to, and cannot be
made subjeel 1o, the licensing law, The
refreshment room of Parliament House
is entirely in the eontrol of Parliament.
Parliament ean close it to-morrow, if
Parliament likes. The hon. member, hav-
ing perpetrated the same attempt at
amendment a few days ago, and knowing
(he posilion, is hardly doing justice to the
intelligence of members of Parliament in
re-submitting the amendment.

Mon. B. G. ARDAGH: T am surprised
at the remarks of the last speaker. We
as members of Parliamen( should not puf
ourselves above any other seetion of the
community, so far as the closing of hars
is coneerned. T shall support the amend-
ment.

HMon. A. G. JENKINS: Parliament
House knows no law, so far as the licens-
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mg law is concerned. At preseat the en-
iire couirol of the refreshmeni room is
in the hands of the House committee. If
Parliament passes a law prohibiting shout-
ing outside, I feel quile sure the House
commiltee will not have the slightest hesi-
tafion in framing a regulation, as they
have power to du, that there shall be no
shouting in Parliament House. I, as a
memher of the House committee, would
not hesitate to hring the matter before the
commitiee with that end in view if this
Bill passes.

Hon. H. MILLINGTOXN: I support the
ameidiment,  Mr, Jenkins and Mr. Cullen
have | ointed out that if the amendment 15
passed it earnot be enforced. The ques-
tion, however, is whetlier we are prepared
to be consistent, I do not know whether
those who have voted for this measure
so far, have any idea of the difficulty of
enforeing il. At all events, it will have
a grood moral effect if those passing the
measure will voluntarily take upon them-
selves the inconvenience which they im-
pose on the general public. Indepen-
dently of the legal force of the amenrl-
ment, we shall be moraly bound to ob-
serve it if it is carried. 1 do not know
what action the House committee might
see fit to take, and I do not think we need
leave the matter to them. If they see
that we are in earnest about it, they may
frame the necessary regulation. This
measure will be classed as freak legisla-
tion, and T do not wish it said that Par-
liament was induced to pass the measore
because it would not inconvenience legis-
lators. 1 hope that those who have im-
posel the provision upon us will also
allow ve to inelude ourselves in i,

Hon. R. .T. LYNN: The amendment is
superfluons, T agree with Mr. Jenkins
that the best thing to do is to leave it to
the Hovse commitiee, who will readily
earry out the wishes of Parliament as
expressed in the Bill. To insert in the
Biil something which cannot he enforced
3¢ to pander to an imagined public
opinion. As a member of the House
committee T will zladly support a regula-
tion giving effect 1o the wishes of hon.
members,
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 should have
been pleased indeed to include Parlia-
ment House, but 1 have sense enough
to know that we can deal only with lie-
ensed premises, Parlinment House does
not come within that category. If the
Bill becomes law, members supporting the
mensure will see to it that the House
committeee impose the suggested regula-
tion.

IHop, ¥ CONNOR: My, Lynn declared
the amendment to be superflucus. To wmy
muwl, (ke whole Bill is superfluous. I
resent Mr. (‘ullen’s remnarks, He is ilie
only one who knows anything about any
question which comes hefore us. I resent
his wainer and his matter.

Hon, A, J. H. SAW: 1 amn not in sym-
pathy with Ihe amendment, for the reason
that the privileges of Parliament have
been won by our forefathers in many a
strenuous contesi, and it would ill hecome
us to do anything which would whittle
away in the slightest degree the sanctity
and privileges of Parliament.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result :-—

Avyes .. .. e 7
Noes . .. 13
Majority against .. 6
AYES.
Hon. R. 3. Ardagh {Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon. G. M. Sewell
Heon, J. Duffell Hon. F. Connor
Hon. H., Mililogton (Teiler).
Nogs.
Hon, J. F. Allen Mon. V. Hamersley
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. 1. .I. Holmes
Hon. H. Carson Hon. A, G. Jenkius
Han. H. P. Colebaich Han. R. J. Lynop
Hen f F  Gullen Hon. W. Patrick
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. A. 1. H. Saw
Han. Sir.). W. Haskett {Tetler.

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause pot and passed.

New Clause:

Hon, W. PATRICK: T move—

That the following he added as a
new clause . —"This Act shall continue
in force until the 31st day of Decem-
ber, 1916, and no longer.”
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I would not supporl a Bill of this pature
if made permanent. 1 regard it purely
as a war time weasure. Of course, some
in the community would prohibit drinking
altogether. People of that kind are de-
veloped in one direction ovly, and practi-
cally the whole of their reasoning eapaci-
ties have become atrophied. In normal
times cxtreme legislation of this kind
would be a mistake, but we know that in
Great Britain, not by Act of Parliament,
but by the administrative action of the
Government, an anti-treating provision of
a very drastiec nature has been put into
effeet with good results. My reason for
supporling the measure at all is that in
times like the present we must economise
in order to find the money for the prose-
cution of the war.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I will gladly
accept the amendment. If the Bill be-
comes law and is allowed to run till the
time stated in the amendment, T am con-
vinced that there will not be any diffienlty
in then having it re-enacted.

Hon. W. PATRICK: I may say that
the ieader of the House had proposed to
move the amendment if I had not done so.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
That is so, but I should explain that T
inlended doing it in my private eapaeity,
and not as a member of the Government.

New clangse put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Assembly.

BILL—SUPPLEMENTARY LOAN,
£1,300,000.

Message received from the Assembly
notifying that it had made the amend-
ment requested by the Council.

In Committee.

Resnmed from the previous day; Hon,
W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill,

Title—agreed to.

[COUNCIL.]

Bill reported with the amendment
made by the Assembly, and the report
adopted.

Read a third time aund passed,

BILL—SALE OI" LIQUOR REGULA-
TION {No. 2).
Third Reading,
Report of Committee adopted.
Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—APPROPRIATION,
In Committee.

Resumed from the 17th November;
Hoo. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was re-
ported on Schedunle D, wherein an amend-
ment had been moved to strike out, under
the item ‘“Further Undertakings,” the
sum of “£156,603,” and to imsert in liew
“£11,603.”

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: 1 intend io
move at a later stage to report progress.
My reason for so doing is that T do not
want to risk the loss of the Land Aect
Amendment Bill and the Licensing Bill,
and a Bill which 1 understand has been
introduced in another place to eontrol
this season’s wheat. 1f ihe Appropria-
tion Bill is passed, it will give the Gov-
ernment an opportunity of going into
recess and prevent these measures being
placed on the statute-book.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
hope the hon. member will not receive
support from members of this House.
The Government are serious in connec-
tion with the Land Bill, and I expected
that it would have heen down here by
now. I do not say the Government ap-
prove of every amendment which has
heen made by the Council in the Land
Bill. Tt would be a wrong position if
this House held up the Appropriation
Rill until the amendmenis to the Tand
Bill had heen carried into effect. The
(lovernment could not tolerate that. The
Appropriation Bill has heen hefore the
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Council tor a lopger time than in any
jeriod in the history of Western Aus-
tralin. At the present time any expendi-
ture which is heing made is unlawful.
It was permissible before the Bill was
delayed in this House. But the Govern-
ment cannot legally expend money under
these circumstances when the fate of the
Appropriatien Bill is in question. That
is exuactly the position. If it is desired
to postpone the measure until a later
period of the day I have no objection,
because it is the inlention of the Gov-
ernmenl to endeavour te close to-night.
[ think that is the feeling of all hon.
members, and if it is the wish of mem-
bers that the Appropriation Bill should
be postponed wutil a later hour, I have
ny objection =0 long as members are will-
ine to sit.

ITon. W. Patrick:
until 7,307

The CHATRMAN: I am afraid that
cannot be done under the Parliamentary
procedure.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: The Standing
Orders have heen suspended.

The CHAIRMAN: So far as the pass-
ing of Bills through all their stages at
one sitting are concerned. I should he
perfectly willing to meet the wishes of
members if it ecan he done. On page
369 of May it says—

It is the praectice for members who
desire to close the sitting of a Commit-
tee to move that the Chairman do re-
port progress and ask leave to sit again
in order to put an end to the proceed-
ings of the Committee on that day.

T am afraid I canrot ser any eoirse open
to me. I give my rulirg, bat if the hon.
memher wishes to disagres with my rul-
ing we ean investiwate ihe matter.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: Cannot the
diffienlty be got over by reporting pro-
gress and a motion then being made to
recommit? Cannot a subsequent mofion
then be put by the leader of the House
to move that the debate he adjonrned?

The CHATRMAN: That mav be done
in the Couneil, but not in the Committee.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: We can get to
the Council in that way.

Do you suggest
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The CHAIRMAN : If members wish to

report progress without naming a date,
that is practically the same as droppiug
the Bill. On the other hand, if the Com-
mittee report progress and name a date,
that date cannot be to-day.
" Hon. J. DUFFELL: Suppose a motion
is made that the Chairman leave the
Chair uniil 5.30, awaiting a Message
from anoiher Chamber, will you aecept
that?

The CHAIRMAN: 1 am anxicus that
the proper procedure shall govern this
Committee,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move—
That gou do now leave the Chair

until 7.30.

The CHATRMAN: I will accept that
motion, but I do not know that I can
resume the Chair at 7.30.

Motion put and passed.

BILL—WAR COUNCIL.
All stages.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
by and read a first time.

Second reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hoa.
J. M. Drew—Central) [4.33] in moving
the sccond reading said: I desire fo
point oul that there has been a growing
feeling amongst the public of Western
Australia that something ought to be
done by legislative action in regard to
the collection of moneys raised in the
name of benevolent movements connected
with the war. At the present time there
is no control over the actions of anyone
who wishes to collect money or to ap-
peal for contributions for these causes.
Tn many parts of the State persons can
be found soliciting money on hehalf of
one or other of the many ohjects which
are associaled with the war, and it is
very easy, under existing conditions, for
abuses to arise. There is a feeling that
some of tbe money raised by persons
who have no proper authority to raise it
never reaches iis destinafion. Whether
or not there is ground for suspicion in
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this respect I cannol say, but the possi-
bility of such a condition of things ob-
taining should not be permitted to con-
tinue. No one will dispute that every

safeguard should be adopted to ensure
that every penny raised for patriotic and
benevolent purposes should reach its des-
tination so far as can possibly be pro-
vided. This Bill has been introduced in
order to assist in achieving that end. The
Government have taken this action on
the suggestion of the war committee and
also with the approval, I understand, of
members of both Houses, who have been
privately consulted in connection with
the question. I feel sure (hat the House
will expedite the passage of the Bill
Clause 2 enables the Government to ap-
point a eouncil to be known as the War
Couneil of Western Anslralia and to
consist of such number of persons as the
Governor may think fit. The couneil,
subject to regulations which will be made
by the (Governor in Council, under this
Bill, will have power to regulate and con-
trol the eollection of moneys and the col-
lection of poods for purposes appertain-
ing to the present war, and also for the
purpose of relieving distress which may
arise in consequence of the war. The
Bill will also give the council power to
control all committees and other bodies
such as medical, hospital, weleome bome
and other committees, I also gives them
power to devise means for the re-employ-
ment of returned soldiers and the train-
ing of disabled and partially disabled
soldiers, and to devise schemes for the
settlement of returned solidiers on the
land. There is also provision for deal-
ing with matters which may be commit-
ted to or delegated to the council by the
State or Federal Governments. There is
a provision that the Act shall not extend
fo contributions in aid of any objeet or
undertaking which the Governor may de-
clare to be exempt from the operations
of the Aet. Under Clanse 4 it is an il-
legal act for any person to raise money
or take up collections of any money or
kind in aid of any objeet which comes
within the scope of the council’s opera-
tions without the authority or assent of
such council, and the penalty for an in-
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fringement of the law is £100. In cases
in which 1t is decided to prosecute, it will
be necessary, in order to get over tech-
niealities, that paragraph (2) of Clause
+ shoubl stand. I is Lo this effect, that
“the certificate in writing of the Colonial
Secretary that an object or purpose for
which money is raised or collections are
taken up, is within the seope of the said
conncil’s funetions, shall be conelusive
ovidence thereof.” If there is not a pro-
viso to this effeet it will be diffieult te
secnre convictions, points of law would
be raised and the War Council would be
embarrasged in their efforts to see that
the Act was properly carried out. Clanse
5 gives power to the Governor to make
regulations. Under Clause 6, on the ter-
mination of the war, the Governor may
dissolve the Siate Couneil, although, of
course, it may be necessary for some
months after the war Lo have the mea-
sure in operation. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time,

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH (North-East)
[4.39]: 1 second the motion.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Melrapoli-
tan) [4.40]: I think it is a very good
thing that this Bill has heen introduced,
and probably it would he a belter thing
still if the Colonial Secretary would be
more explicit abont the intentions of the
Government in this connection, and also
about the seope of the Bill. I would like
to know if this War Couneil is to govern
not only future eollections but if it is to
take over those funds which are at pre-
sent in existence.

The Colonial Secrelary: No, it does
not take over anything.

Hon. J. F. Cullen:
taken over.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Then ] ven-
ture to say that the War Counneil will
fail to a considerable extent in its fune-
tions. In my opinion the palmy days of
collecting in Western Australia are gone,
never to return. T think that the eream
is gone from the pnblic milk, so to speak.
Never again will the pnblie subseribe as
liberally as it has done in the past. The
time for spontaneous and voluntary con-
tributions is past, and we gre faced willi

They should be
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the desperate, dour and unescapable time
of taxation. Now that war taxes are be-
ginning to make their appearance a large
number of the punbli¢ is thinking that it
has had enough of taxation, and that the
romance is going out of these matters. I
am certain that the collections in the
future will be nothing to what they have
heen in the past. I most certainly think
it 15 the greatest pity in the world that
some slep of the kind was not taken
when the collections were first initiated.
T had the pleasure—it was a melancholy
pleasure—of going through the other day
with 1he secretarv of one of the funds
the list of the other funds. I think the
list ran into somewhere about 26 separate
funds.  Some of these had very large
amounts in hand amnd some of them were
not using a penny of the money, and it is
questionable whether these funds would
be used. Some of the organisations had
made use of most alluring titles, which
bring money out of the pockets of the
people like a magnet draws iron filings
together. What has been done with the
money in the past and what is to be done
with it in the future does not appear.
The most useful of these funds are not
those which hold the present highest
amounts. T look upon the War Distress
ant Unemployment Fund as the mast
live fund of the whole bunch, and as that
which comes more nearly home than any
others of the kind to the daily cases of
disiress which have been created during
this war time.

Hon, J. F. Cullen: The money has gone
in eonnection with the unemployment.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: It has not all
gone in connection with the unemploy-
ment ; it has gone {o relieve distress which
has been partially caused by the war and
partially cansed by the drounght. It has
not gone on unemployment, as we have
got into the habit of using the term in
this country. When we talk about un-
employment I think most of us mean
the unemployable. That fund has been
administered with very admirable disere-
tion. No one has been making money out
of the fund, and many deserving women
and children have for months past been
kept alive when, if the fund had not been

in existence. goodness knows what would
bave become of them. I wus hoping that
the Government would be able to intro-
duce a measure, although I ecan see legal
difficulties in the way, whereby a central
body could take conirol of these funds
and allocate the amounts contained in
them to the purposes they best think fit.
If that procedure had been undertaken
in the frst place we would be in a
murh betier position in regard to tle
funds than is the case at the present
lime. I welcome the Bill and I only re-
gret it eannot be made retrospective.
Perhaps the Colonial Secretary when he
replies will tell us—T presume it is the
intention of the Government to appoint
the present War Couneil

The Colonial Seeretarv: Not neces-
sarily.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I notice that.
There is ahsolutely nothing to bind the
Government in this Bill, and in that eon-
nection T am perfectly prepared to trust
the Government. T have muech pleasure
in supporting the second reading of the
Bill and regret that these omissions—
they may be compulsory omissions—to
which T have alluded will find a place
in it

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East)
[447]: I intend to support the second
reading of the Bill, although I think it
has heen somewhat hastily prepared and
is open to some little eriticism. The
Colonial Secretary has not told us any-
thing definite as to the existing funds. I
think the Bill should contain a clause
empowering the War Council to take
charge of the funds already contributed
with the consent of those now lawfully
in charge of those funds. This would
applv  in the West Australia Day
fund and the older patrictic funds. One
of the largest funds, the Belgian relief
fund, has. of course, been depleted hy
transmission to Belgium, 1 think that
the Government would find it wseful to
have power to take over the administra-
tion of the funds already exisling, with
the consent of the trustees now in charge
of them. OF course there is a War
Couneil now existing, but hanging be-
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tween heaven and earth it has no autho-
rity, no funds and no operative power.
Tt is & War Couneil in name only, and
I assume the main object of the Govern-
menl is 10 give the War Council legal
status. To a certain exlent this Bill will
do that, but in the most important
function of that War Couneil, this Bill
will do nothing at all. The War Couneil
was ereated at the request of the Defence
Department and it exists in name, with
no direct authorisation from the Defenre
Department, no definile data as to ifs
funetions and no money.  This Bill is
silent as to funds, [t assnmes that the
War Council is an honorary council, but
even so that War Council would have io
expend money; it would reguire clevical
assislance. That ought to be provided
for in this Bill or by direct arrangement
with the Defence Departmeni. 1 do not
want to be hypererilical, but 1 think it
is a pity to eall it a War Council which
it cannot be, for the Federal Defence Ile-
partment has full control of defence
malters and that department is very
properly called, not a War Depariment,
“but the Defenee Depariment. 1 offer
another point of eriticism, which T think
the Minister would do well to consider.
The Bill proposes to regulate recruiting.
The Defence Department must keep
" all regulalion of recrmibing in ifs
own hands and it will he quite suffi-
eient for the purpeose of this Bill
Ll encourage recruiting, that is to
say, this Council will be a non-military
council, a citizeny’ patriotic eouncil to
help the Defence Deparlment and to help’
the wounnded when they come back from
the war. T entirely agree with the Gov-
ernment that it is necessary to have some
Act of Parliament or authorisation from
the Federal defence aulhorities for the
eoungil in this Stale, and as the Govern-
ment think this Bill the best way out of
the diffieulty, T will support it. I bave
another suggestion to make to the Colo-
nial Secrelary. He has dealt wilh the
importance of preventing fraud in cases
of charily, bnt we must nof discourage
the spontaneous action of people all over
the State for these patriotic funds. For

instance, a number of people have a
social gathering and decide fo give a con-
tribution to some of the patriotic funds.
That has ocewrred again and again. An
anelion sale may be held and two or
three people have 'produce to sell, say,
for the Belgian or wounded soldiers’
fund. 1t would be a pity if spontaneous
movomenis of that sort were damped
cold blood. In the futnre it will he neces-
gary fo get aulhority to hold (hese ane-
fion sales so that it will be necessary fo
have in each couniry centre someene with
power o give consent for movements in
aid of any of these funds. That ecan
easily be done. The heyday of these
palriotic movements is past, at all events
for {he time being. There may come
some fresh impulse that will oufshine all
thalt has vet heenr done, buf apparently
for the time being theve is a Iull and we
do not wanl to damp the desires of the
people to help, but fo encourage them.
This Council will, therefore, need repre-
sentatives in every couniry cenire, I
think thal the desire of the (Fovernment
to be forfiied by stotutory authority is
right and 1 ghall support the Bill.
Hon. R. J. LYNN (West) [4.53): We
know to-day that we have a considerable
amount of momey raised in conneetion
with the various funds, and I would be
the last {o damp the ardour of any of
the enthusiaslts or throw eold water on
anything they might have done in con-
nection with these funds, to help the
soldiers on their relurn. But with all
the funds which are in exislence to-day
it is extremely wise that what there is
should he conserved, because while at the
present time the returned men are in
receipt of their wages and their keep in
the hospital, and all the other necessaries
essential for their welfare, the money
which we have in hand should be con-
served, hecause at the expiration of the
war we shall he faced with a serious
problem. Tt is unfortunate, but never-
theless true, that we will have some thou-
sands of men in the various towns of
Australia maimed and crippled for life,
and when a time like that comes, after
the glamour of this war is over and all



[25 NoveMBEr, 1915.] 2779

the enthusiasm has spent itsell, they will
be faced with the position of having to
live their lives in our midst, and in ihat
direetion the funds should be conserved
in order lo supplement the pensions that
will be granted by the Government. Tt
wonld be wise if il were possible at all,
fo have some supervision over the larze
amounls which Lave heen collected.
However, T do not thiok that the Bill is
too late in the day. Tt is a pity il was
not iniroduced earlier, hut heing intro-
duced now, I shall have muoch pleasure
in supporiing the second reading. Legis-
lation showld have been passed long ago
to regulale and control the collections
which liave been made in our midst. We
have seen many people rushing io

organise Something in eonnection with
these various funds, hut T queslion
whether 1he full amounts which have

been subseribed have realiv been handed
over to the funds. Mr. Cullen men-
tioned that nolhing should he donc to
diseourage the aunction sates. T person-
ally think that if people still have ihat
enthusiasm and desive {o raise funds by
means of anclion sales, they should work
up sufficient enthusiasm to apply to the
War Council for permission.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: The impnlse comes
up at the sale,

Hon. R. J. LYXX: T know what the
wenerosily of these people amounis fo.
I can give an instance of an auction on
bebalf of one of the relief funds in which
I was inferested. I donated a truck of
coal {o Australia Day and when it was
submilted-to anction it did not bring 73
.per cent. of its valne. Was there any
charity there?

Hon. H. P. (olebateh: Was ii good
coal?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Absolutely the best.
and of the highest calorific value. I know
also of a ham being put up for auction,
and it was good ham I was told hy ex-
perts, and yet it brought only half its
value. At many of these aunction sales
arranged to raise funds, goods have been
sold at half their value and, if the en-
thusiasm of these people will not last
half an hour or sufficiently long te en-

able them {o wrile 1o the War Counei,
it will be of little nse. 1 lope the Bill
will not be amended. 1t is essential that
eollections should he made only by the
permission of the War Couneil. The
people in the metropolilan area are being
badgered in every direetion by un-
authorised persons, and 1 question at
times whether the funds ualways reach
the right cbannels. I welcome the Bill
to regulale the manacemeni of these
funds. .

Hon, M. 1. COLEBATCH (East)
[51]: 1 support the Bill. 1t is g very
timely piece of legislation. The only
elause to which any exception can pos-
sibly be faken is Clause 4, and this would
depend a good deal on the regulations
framed for giving effect 1o it. It is quite
vbvious that it should be within the auth-
ority of the War Council lo regulate
these collections, At the same time Mr.
Cullen has stgwested, it might do harm
il people promoting a Innetion in the
conntry, perhaps a long distance from
Perth, had to first send lo the War Coun-
cil for permission. 1 lave every failh in
those who form the council, and it should
not he difficuli for ithem to frame such
vegulations as will overcome 1his objec-
tfion. T do not think it was ile intention
of the framers of the Bill, and it would
not be the intention of the counecil that
hefore any aclion ecould be taken, the
promoters musl write Lo the War Coun-
cil and obtain a special perwit. If the
wording of the clanse really means this,
a slight amendment might be desirable.
The intenlion, T think, is rather that the
War Council might intervene and say
that a certain tlinz muxi aot be done. No
doubt the Governor-in-Council, in making
the regulations, will be guided by the re-
commendations of the War Counecil.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.3]: T have the honour to
be a member of the War Council, and
T can assure members that if would be no
object of the Counecil to in any way damp
the ardour for raising funds. Tf people
raised funds and the War Council found
they were raised hona fide by people of
repute and had every reason to helieve
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tktal the funds were iransmitted intact,
sueh people, I think, would not be har-
assed by the War Council. The Bil
wonld give the War Council power to
step in and prohibit anyone, of whose
bona fides (hey might be doubtful, from
promoiing any function. The War Coun-
¢il ean be frnsted to inferpret this mea-
sire in an elastic way.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central—in reply) [5.4]:
Mr. Cullen was guite right; there is noth-
ing in the Bill in the direction of giving
the War Council power to take posses-
sion of Funds already raised or to be
raised in fulure. This Bill is simply for
the purpose of conlrolling colleclions of
money in the sireet or elsewhere, and to
exereise some control over the various
commiltees. Tt would not be desirable
for the War Council to assume the big
undertaking of distributing these funds.
This would require a fairly large staff.
The iwo leading funds, so far as I can
gather, are being conducted satisfactorily.
T am Chairman of the Patriofic Fund
Commitiee appointed by the Governor,
who are providing funds for the relief
of the wives and dependants of those whoe
have gone to the war. The funds have
reached a very high figure, and among
the members of the committee are a judge
of the Supreme Court, the Mayor of
Perth, and gentlemen oceupying very
high pesitions in the ecommunity. Then
there is the War Distress Fund, whicb
was started by the Premier, and on the
commitiee all the churehes are repre-
sented, and there are men in whom the
community have every confidence. The
(overnment, through their officials, are
assisting in every way, and both these
funds are being satisfactorily adminis-
tered. There are scores of other funds
which require to be supervised, and it
will be the duty of the War Counecil to
exercise some control over them and see
that the money reaches the intended de-
stinalion. Regarding the fear that Clanse
4 might have the effect of chilling spon-
taneous movements, T think it would be
the desire of the council to obtain as
much money as possible in aid of bene-
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volent purposes eonnecled with the war,
and they are not likely to discourage
bona fide collecting. It will probably
be necessary for some of those people
who intend to organise enterlainments,
to communicate with the War Couneil.
Under existing cireumstances, I receive
many communications from such people.
They might desire to hold a Sunday en-
tertainment and charge for admission
and, with the permission of the Colonial
Secretary, they may do so. The matter
however, is thoroughly investigated by
Lhe police. It is necessary to submit the
programme, and T must be satisfied that
everything is genuine. I veceive numer-
ous letters asking permission to hold art
nnions; art unions, of conrse are illegal,
but the swrrounding eirewmstanees have
always to be considered, and we have to
inqurire whelher anyone is likely to derive
personal gain from such underfakings.
I'f there is any such possibility, the police
are instrueted to suppress such movement
immediately. That is the attitede we ad-
opt.
Queslion—put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Commillee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Colonia) Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause l—agreed to.

Clause 2—Constitution of council:

Hon. H. CARSON: Most of the
members of the War Counecil, I un-
derstand, are resident in the City.
Would not it be possible to have
a representative in the outlying dis-
tricts, more especially at Geraldton,
where a large amount of money has been -
raised, and where the people are adminis-
tering their own funds? The Perth and
Geraldion committees have eome into col-
lision, Residents of Perth have gone to
Geraldton and applied there for assist-
ance, and assistance to people from out-
side distriets has been refused. T believe
there is an arrangement whereby if Ger-
aldton assisls those coming from Perth,
Perth assists those who go from Gerald-
ton. 1 helieve that in proportion to the
population a greater number of men have
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enlisted from the Geraldton district than
from any olher.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
There is provision to meet the hon. mem-
ber's desire. 1i might be necessary to
increase lhe number of tbe council, and
the counecil would have representatives in
different  towns.

Hon. J. P. CULLEN: When the War
Council come to settling returned soldiers
on the land, I hope they will fortify
themselves with the advice and help of
experienced land men. It will be of no
use getting a town man to draw up a nice
paper about work in the conntry. If ex-
perienced men are consulted mueh trouble
will be saved. It wounld he a good idea
to have a representative from the Ger-
aldton, southern, and eastern distriets.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—agreed to.

Clause 4 -— Unanthorised
prohibited :

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: ]
an amendment—

That after “council” at the end of
Subclause 1 the words “or its agent’” to
be inserted.

The clause might mean that anyone must
first write to the council in Perth and
secnre their consent before organising
any funetion. This can hardly be de-
sired, because offen the time between the
origination and the carrying ount of an
idea is too short. The " couneil might
make the mayors of municipalities and
chairmen of roads boards agents, and
empower them to grant permits to hold
such functions. If there is any objection,
1 shall not press the amendment, but if
some such provision is not made, a vin-
dictive person might bring an action
against the promoters of some of these
funections.

Hon. H. CARSON: T hope the amend-
ment will be earried, because in the ab-
sence of such a provision there will be a
check to aetivity in the collection of
funds.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: In support of
the amendment T may say that City men
hardly appreciate the advantage of hav-

collections

move
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ing agents who can be applied fo on the
spot. Two of the funds in my district
were adminisiered through my office, and
I found the spontaneous geperosity of
the people amazing. With local agents
appointed, necessary authorisations can
be obtained in the eourse of an hour or
50.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 5, 6—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time, and relurned to
the Assembly with an amendment.

BILL — METROPOLITAN WATER
SUPPLY, SEWERAGE, AND
DRAINAGE AOT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resump-
tion of the debate, on the motion for the
second reading, from the 18th November.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, elcetera.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment
and the report adopied. )

Bill read a third time, and transmitied
to the Assembly.

»

Sitting suspended from 5.24 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE
(No. 2).

Second Reading—Amendment, siz

months,

Debate resumed from the 18th No-
vember.

Hon, F. CONNOR (North) [7.30] :
T only moved the adjournment of the
debate becanse there was no hon. member
present at the lime who was interested
in this particular subject. T have no de-
sire to speak.
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Hon. K. DMcLARTY (South-West)
[7.31] : I bave pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the Bill. 1 think that
it is one of {hose propositions which the
conntry ean very well undertake, T un-
derstand that for the last five years there
has been about £1,000 per week sent out
of the State tor the purchase of cement.
It is intended by the company who is
making the application to be allowed to
use this reserve, in entering info ihe in-
dustry 1o employ about 100 men and it
15 estimaled thar it wonkl reyunire 7,000
tons of Collie coal per annum. This will
give greal impetus fo irvaflic on the rail-
ways and I think {here is everything (o
commend the proposal. [ do not know
one single objeciion which e¢an ‘he vaised
te it. 1 have no parfieulars about this
reserve, but T have heard no objeetion
raised in regand to its wse. [ think the
settlers in that pari of the distriet will
weleome the suggesiion of the industry
being stated in their midst.  We find
thal it is cxpecled to operate this on a
pretty extensive  scale. T have some
figures lere which indjeate that the quan-
tity of cement which has been imported
into Western Australia during the last
five years amounts to 1.850.839 ewi. Ti
takes one ton of coal fo make half a ton
of cement., To earry on an industry on
the scale contemplated. a great quantity
of Collie coal will be required. T firmly
believe in privafe enterprise. If we can
get men fo come into this State with eapi-
tal—and T understand ihese men have
plenty of it—and thex are prepared to
invest it in this undertaking, we should
be prepared to give every encourage-
ment to them.  These peuople are not
here to make what they ean out of the
country.

Han. ). F. Cullen: Whe ave they?

Hou. E. McLARTY : They are repre-
senfed by a Mr, Scoti. T do not know
that 1 am at liberty to divulge the names
of those hehind them.

Hon. J. ¥. Cullen: The House ought
to know something abount this.

Hon. E. McLARTY : I helieve they are
men of substance. T have heard the
names of some of them, and know that
thev have a considerable amount of capi-
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tal behind them, and would not geo inte
an undertaking of this kind unless they
were certain of ils being a suceess, They
arve not asking for a single shilling from
the Government.  All they are asking is
to use the limeslone on a portion of this
reserve. I understand they are prepared
to put a substantial sum of money up as
a guarantee of their bona fides. They do
not ask for 1,000 acres of land or for
large bonuses tfrom the State. They are
not asking for any concession except the
right to go an to the reserve, where they
have tested the limestone and found it is
of n snitable ruality. They desire to
start an  industry {0 mannfacture the
cement amd alzo (o grind ihe limeslone
into a fine substance which is snitable for
agricultural purposes. We hear from all
parte of the demand that there is for lime
on the part of the agriculturisis in the
South-West portion of the Stafe. T am
assuved that this substance is of a very
high qualily of earhonate of lime. and
that it is intended to manufacture it in a
way that it will beeome just as fine as
phasphates. and easily pui throngh the
Arill angd disirthuied over the land, T ean
see no objection to the proposal. T am
further assnred that onr cement has been
costing a doty of np fo Is. fd. per ewt,
That is an enormous sum of money to he
going out of the State. If we can save
£1,000 by our own labour and by pro-
ducing our own cement, it would be a
ereat help to the State, There is every
probability that this company will not
only manufacture to meet local require-
ments, but T undersiand it is intended to
operate on such an extensive scale that
it will probably he able to export a con-
siderable quantity. T am sure that the
proposal must commend iiself fo the
Honse, We wani 1o see Ioeal industries
carried on and to bring money into the
State. T awn quite satisfied from the in-
formation that T have that the men be-
hind this wndertaking are men of sub-
stance and men of honour, who will
earry ont the work to the satisfaction of
the Government and the people of the
State. T think these works are intended
to be cenired abont Brunswick, so that
it will be possible to bring the lime from
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LCapel and the coal from Collie. There is
a Lurlher suggesiion thai ihe Swan river
should be dredged. The enormous guan-
tities of shell contained in the bottom
could thus be obtained for a twofold
purpose, one of deepening the viver and
the other of producing a high qualify of
lime as the result of the grinding up of
the shell. I feel that so litile is needed
to commend this to the House that T will
not labour the question. I discussed the
matter with Mr. Clarke last night and
learned from him that he has no objec-
lion to the proposal. I believe that if
any objection had been raised Mr. Clarke
and myself would have heen sure to have
heard of it.

The Colonial Secretary: T think Mr.
Clarke voled against the proposal.

Hon. B, McLARTY : He moved the ad-
journmeént in order to obtain certain in-
formation which was not at his disposal.
The fact was this was sprung on the
House at the time,

The PRESIDENT:
speak,

Hon. E. M¢LARTY : He merely wanted
inguiries made. I think I am safe in
saying that the result of the inquiries
lhas been to convinece Mr. Clarke that
there is no objection whatever on the
part of the people in thai locality, T am
sorry Mr, Clarke is not here, hecause I
feel satisfied that he would have sap-

He did not

ported the propesal. T do not know that,

I need add anything to what T have al-
ready said. I am entirely in favour of
-encouraging such an industry as this. I
wish we had many more of them. The
Collie eoal industry is languishing and
many of the men are not able to get in
more than a day’s work in a week, and
things at Collie are just about as had as
they can be, If the Collie coal industry
can be assisted in this way I think it will
be n good thing., There is a compara-
tively large population there which de-
pends entirely on the output of coal, and
if the ontput is small depression follows
as a consequence, If I thought there was

any reason which was not in the interests.

of the people of the South-West, against
the encouragement of this industry, 1
would not utter a word in support of
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it. 1 am quite confidenl ihere will be no
cause to regret it if these men are put
into the position of carrying on the busi-
ness. It may be that hon. members may
think it is a natorval thing for the Gov-
ernment to do this work as they are do-
ing almost everything else, but I do not
think the Government are anxious to go
in for this and I am sure the people are
not anxious that they should. The lime-
stone has been there for hundreds of
years and ne attempt has been made to
develop the deposits. We now find
people coming along with capital pre-
pared to do this work, and ithe House
will be doing good for the people of the
State if they induce these people to en-
ter into fthe undertaking, They do not
ask anything in the way of bonuses from
the State, vwr anything in the way of a
concession. I understand they are pre-
pared to pni up a considerable sum of
money as a giarvantee that they are in
earnest and infend fo go on with the
work, I have pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the Bill.

Hon. R. (. ARDAGH (North-East)
[745]: The information which has been
supplied does not justify me in voting
for the second reading of this Bill. We
know that for sume time past pegolia-
tions have been going on in wvarious
directions hy local people in the State in
regard to locating payable lime deposits.
I believe that those negotintions are
fairly well on the way but we find now
that a Bill is passed through another
place almost in a few minutes and is
sent to us suddenly becanse someone has
come along with a capital of £200,000
to open up deposits mainly for the pur-
pose of making cement and not to sup-
ply farmers with lime. I understand,
however, according fo a motion which
was moved in another place a few cven-
ings ago, that the consideration was that
these people were to supply the farmers
in Western Australia with lime from
that area at about 7s. 6d. per ton. How-
ever the informaftion which has been
supplied does not justify me, at any
rate, in supporting the Bill. My opinion
is that the people who have been nego-
tiating with the Government for some
considerable time past should be given



781

the opportunity of opening up these de-
posits in the interests of the State,

Ion. J. CORNELL (South) [7.48]:
I intend to oppose ibe second reading
of the Bill and at the conelusion of my
remarks I shall move an amendment. I
am going to approach the matter as it
appears o me. [ object to it becaunse of
the lack of information. I have read the
speech of the liinister who introduced
the Bill in another place and I can find
no reason in it to justify me in sup-
porting the measure other than that a
geatleman from Sonth Australia is pre-
pared to start the venture of manufae-
turing cement with a capital of £200,000.
It appears that before anything can be
done 50 acres of class A reserve has to
he excised from this area. If that is done
whichever Government is in power will
then be in the position to negotiate and
enter into an agreement with these people.
When the Minister moved this Bill in
another place he was asked by way of
interjeetion if those people who were
after this concession had submitted any
agreement. The reply was in the nega-
tive. He was also asked by way of in-
terjection, if this Bill were agreed to by
both Houses, whether the agreement, if
enlered into, would first be submitted to
Parliament. That was a question the
Minister would not answer. 1 am refer-
ring to the Minister for Works. Further
on the Minister went on to explain that
certain propositions had been put to the
Government, 1 have always religiously
opposed concessions and I am prepared
to oppose this Bill, which provides for
the excising of a portion of a reserve in
our State, until such time as an outline
of the draft agreement which is to fol-
low is placed before one or other or both
Houses of Parliament. I am convinced
that whatever it is intended to do shounld
be first ‘submitted to us before the pre-
sentation of the Bill itself, T have not
heard any public man speak in favour of
this concession until I heard Mr. Me-
Larty do so just now, I am not in sym-
pathy with the hon, member, I am sorry
to say, but if it can be proved to my
satisfaction thai the proposed agreement
will be satisfactory to those whom it is

[COUNCIL.]

said it is going to benefit so much,
namely the people on the land, and
they are the people who should reeeive
lirst consideration, there is probably
room in this large State of ours, even
for private and State enterprise to work
logether in the development of the lime
deposits. At this juneture I do not think
the House is justified in passing the
second reading of the Bill. I therefore
move an amendment—

That the word “now” be struck out
and “this day siz months” added lo
the motion.

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West) [7.533]: [
hope tha amendment will not be erried.
I followed Mr. McLarty in his speech on
this measure but I must confess at being
somewhat elondy ahout his remarks, This
Bill is simply to cmpower the Govern-
ment 1o enier into negotialions to utilise
any material that mayv be ou the reserve
in question. I take it that any memher
who refuses to concede this to the Gov-
ernment 15 simply passing a vote of cen-
sure on them, inasmuch as they say here
that we have a measure intended. it is
hoped, to bring about a development
in a certain partion of the State.
We hope to have this partienlar land
utilised and an industry started and con-

‘ siderable work afforded the people of

the State. e in this House have ob-
jected from time to time to the number
of State enterprises enfered Into
-hy  Ihe present Government, Now
they come along and ask permission
to excise a certain portion of this

land from {the reserve mentioned in
the Bill and we are told incidentally that
it is their intention, if power is given to
excise this property to lease a portion of
it in order that an industry may be
started. I have no information as to
whether the industry is about to be com-
menced or what the position is. But we
are told in this Honse the object is to
utilise the material an this reserve in
order to start the making of cement, 1
think that is something that should com-
mend itself to the House and if that is
tlte reason for the Bill T shall be prepared
to support it, and give the Government
authority to exeise this portion of land
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from the veserve and enter into pegotia-
tions in order Lo bring aboui the estab-
lishment of the industry. If we refuse
to pass the Bill it will amount to this,
that we have no desire that any industry
shall be established by private enter-
prise, or it may be argued by some that
we have not sufficient confidence in the
present Administration to give them per-
mission to excise this area so that an im-
portant industry may be entered upon.
This appears (o be a very simple question.
It is whether the House will favour the
Bill heing put through in order to em-
power the Government to enter into the
agreement I have referred to. I take it
that the Government, nr the responsible
Minister who administers the Lands De-
partment, will see that everyone is given
an equal chance in this matter and that
no big asset of any value to the State
will be handed over to any particular
company unless the Government are fully
satisfied that it is in the interests of the
State to do s0. As one believing fhat
private enterprise is in a better position
to carry out a work of this kind, I think
we should assist the Government in or-
der that lhey may be able to do what is
desired by the Bill. I hope the House
will not sunpport any amendment which
will prevent the Government from enter-
ing into an agreement to permil such em-
ployment to be provided and thie portion
of the State to he developed.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (East) [8.1]:
1 oppose the amendment, but we are en-
titled to more particulars regarding such
a matter. This debate has been ad-
journed from time to time in the hope
that the members for the province would
give us some enlightenment. One of the
representatives of lbhe South-West Pro-
vinee bas spoken and apparently has not
as much information as we have. 1 can-
not vote for the second reading on sueh
meagre information. Mr. MeLarty said
a considerable sum of money would be
spert in his district. One would imagine
that the representatives of that province
would have found out that a good offer
had bheen made and not acecepted by the

2785

Govermmnent. Those who made the offer
can get no information from the Gov-
ernmeni, Their operations would have
developed the disirict and assisted farm-
ing for a considerable distance around;
and an offer from a firm of good stand-
ing is preferable to an offer from specu-
lators. The offer I refer to is one made
by Mr. Newnham, whose company agreed
to spend £200,000 to work the lime de-
posits at Lake Clifton. 1n addition they
are prepared to build to Waroona a line
that the Government can take over at
any time by paying the cost plus bank
interest. This offer should have appealed
to Mr. Meclarly. They would supply the
lime at cosi price, as they would not look
Yor any profit from the lime. They would
lonk for their profit from the cement.
Hon. J. Duffell: Too good to he true.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The offer has
been submitied by a firm of repute. The
lime has been tested and proved to be
of tbe best quality for agrieultural pur-
poses. I have it on the best anthority that
suitable elay can be found adjacent to
manufacture good cement and on top
of this the firm are agreeable to pay a
royalty. However, we are enlilled lo more
particnlars before we urree te 1ass Lhe
measure.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropelitan-
Suburban) [3.5]: I oppose the ameni-
ment. Tt comes as a surprise to hear
that sueh magnanimous offers are being
made around the country. Failing any
definite information regarding the matier
mentioned by Mr. Baxter and taking heed
of the remarks of Mr. McLarty, I am
bound to support the Bill. The fact that
any enterprising company are prepared to
invest £30,000 or more on portion of a
reserve which up to the present has not
proved of utility to the State is too good
an offer to hang up for six months. The
country is ¢rying out for capital to
develop it and, when we are assured that
we have this asset, it is omly right to
encourage capital to develop it; and we
ghonld not lose sight of the faet that
they undertake to find employment four
at least 100 men. We should make all
possihle haste to clinch the offer. Other
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people bave been dillydallying so long,
and to deny these people the opportunity
they ask for would be a serious matter in
times like the preseni. This new industry
would be a good thing for the State gen-
erally and particularly for the province
concerned, and would be the means of
ufilising other natural resources such as
Collie cval and limber. From information
veceived from various sources, I am satis-
fied that this is not the ouly deposit of
the kind in the Siate. Tf we can get
£80,000 invested in this portion of the
State and employment puaranteed for
100 men we should not be doing our duty
if we told these people we do not require
their capital.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL (Metropolitan
—on amendment) [8.10]: I think most
of this trouble is due Lo me. When this
Bill came before the House, it was I who
first questioned the advisability of giving
away reserves. 1 did so because it was a
reserve, and 1 always want fo know as
mueh as possible about giving away these
reserves in any form. Y asked the leader
of the ITouse for some information, but I
can assure bon. members 1 gof plenty of
information from another source. = So
far as I can judge, the offer seems to be
a perfectly legifimate one. I was afraid
the offer wus being made by persons who
desired to seecure an option for a lease
and hawk it aronnd the place in search
of capital but, from information I have
received, T believe the capital has already
heen found and that there will be no diffi-
calty in that dirvection. This offer, how-
ever, should not be exelusive of other
offers. The only reason why it comes
before Parliament is that the land, which
apparently these people, after carefully
testing other deposits in the State wish lo
obtain, is embodied in a class A reserve.
The Lake Clifton reserve, I understand,
is ordinary Crown land and not a class
A reserve and needs no Bill to permit it
to be thrown open for leasing. If the
{wo offers have been made, T do not see
why the Government cannot accept both.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: The amount of
trade wonld not justify it.

Hon. W, KINGSMILYL: That is not
the coneern of the Government. People

[COUNGIL.]

who have large sums of money to invesi
generally have a bit of common sense
and, if they like to come into this State,
knowing they are not going to get a
monopoly—and ihis Bill does not in the
least give them a monopoly—why nol ac-
cepl the offers from everyone we can.

Member: Tt gives them a monopoly.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: 1 cannot see
that il does.

Hon. .J. Cornell;: The agreement might
give them a monopoly.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: The hon.
gentleman knows his Government, and
sureiy they would not enter into an agree-
ment which would have such a delaterious
cffect.

Hon. J. Cornell: They might not al-
ways be in office,

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: The Col-
onial Secretary is wearing the happiest
smile possible and has an appearance of
stahility which I very much admire and
envy him, and there need be no fear.
Having ecaused all this trouble I wanted
to say that, having had information
brought to me, I see no reason for op-
posing the Bill in the slighlest degree and
I intend to vote for it.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East)
18.13]: I intend to suppori the amend-
menl because we have not heen afforded
any informafion on which we can act.
The Colonial Secretary, in moving the
second reading, said the malter was snb-
mitted to Parliament to decide, but how
can Parliament fairly decide ihis ques-
tion without having wore information be-
fore it? The agreement which the Gov-
ernment propose to enfer into with the
company should have been submitted lo
ihis House. Mr. Duffell referred to other
people dillydallying about. The inform-
ation conveyed Lo me is that the original
discoverer of material suitable for mak-
ing cement has been endeavouring for
the past couple of years to come to terms
with the Government, and he has shown
me a great nnmber of documents which
indicate that he has not asked for any-
thing unressonable or improper. In an-
other place a few days agoe, the member
for the district strongly supported the
claims of these people. 1 refer to Mr,
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Georee, who stated that he had himself
investirated the matier and was satisfied
that these people were enhifled fo eonsi-
deration. The position as it 18 yvepre-
sented to me—1 do not profess to speak
with any proctieal knowledge of the mai-
ter—is that there is not room for more
than one cement company in the Siate,
amil that conseguently the company get-
f{ing the first start are pretty sure {o win
ont, At the preseni lime it looks to me
as thongh we were asked (o decide be-
tween loeal peaple. ineluding the original
discoverer, who have been battling for
thig thine Jor a couple of vears, and peo-
ple whone we kpow nothing about, who
have eome amongst ns_ during  {he  last
five months.  The Colonial Secretary says
he understands the new coners have a
enpital of  £50,000  available. He has
given us no drafi agreemenl, however. 1
helieve, unless 1 have been wilkully mis-
led, that the loeal peuple have submilted
a draft agreement in which they under-
ook to spend a zreat deal more money
than £80,000. It seems to me that ali
thal ibe loeai people wanted could have
Iieen granted withoul any special Act of
Pavilament; bat for some reason there
has been dillvdallying, nol on the part of
these people, who wanted to get to work
wanufaclurine cement, but on ihe par
of the Governmeni, Aboul a cuoapic of
months age, [ ma given fo undersiand.
everything appeared to Liave come lu a
conclusion and it seemed that these peo-
ple were at (he end of their iroubles.
Then snddenly the other applicants Trom
Soulh Australin enme along, and ever
since the local penple have not heen able
to gel any satisfaction Ffrom the Govern-
menl. With the small amount of infurm-
ation before us, T do not fTeel inclined
to pass thi= Bill and to allew whal seems
to me an unfair advaniage {0 newcomers
over local residents, who oucht te have
any preference which may be granted.
Hon. A. G. JENKINS (Metropolitan}
[817): To judge from the speeches of
hon. members here, two sets of individ-
vals ave lendering for the same conces-
sion; and, of course, there may be others
wanting the conecession besides the peo-
ple with whom the Minister is in tresty.
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It is said (hal the agreement to he made
will he submitted fo ihe House,

oy, 3. F. Cullen: No.
did not promise that ot all.

Hon, A. G, JENKINS: If there is any
agreement to be made, it should be sub-
mitted.

Hon., W. Kingsmill. Hear, hear!

Hon. A. J. JENKINS: The House has
very good grounds for asking that. Hon,
menthbers may remember a debate during
last session relative to n whaling licensc
in elosed waters granted under the Fish-
eries Aet by the Government to n eoni-
pany of whotn nobody lhere had ever
heard, 'That license was granied over
the heads of other people, and without
public Lenders being called. The farvea
was gone through of submitting the li-
cense to Parliament. Euaeh House of Par-
liament had the license before it, and was
entitled to disallow the lirense.  This
House almost unanimously  disallowed
the license, and yet the Government
granted it. T'ossibly we may have the
same farce gone through if some avree-

The Ministor

ment is prepared under this Bill. The
agrecment might be submitted to Par-

linment. and granted whether we dis-
approverd of il or not. 1f there is going
to be any concession granted in this ease,
we should first of all have many more
particulars given to us that we have had.
1L there is going to he any concessicn
wranted,  Parliament should have the
agreement to be eatered into submitted
to it for approval. In these circiun-
stances T intend to suppoit the amend-
ment, I hope that the subject may he
re-introdnced during the next session,
and that the Government, if they desire
to excise this portion of lund from rhe
class A reserve, will introduce elauses
by which they will either submit ihe
land to public tender orv allaw the Par-
liament of the day {o have zn oppertun-
ity of saving whether or no* it approves
of the lease,

Hon, J. F. (‘'TLLEN (Sonth-Eas}
[8.20]: T intend to suvport the amend-
ment. The real reason for it is the at-
titwle of the Government in the maiter,
Fher rame blandly and a<k that portion
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of a reserve shall be taken out and left
in their hands, They know the purpose,
and they have evidently been supplied
with a good deal of information on
which they have decided to ask Parlia-
ment to give them power over this piece
of land. But they do not give that in-
formation to Parliament. They keep it
secret. I asked the Colonial Secretary
when he was moving the second reading
for the information, and he gave only
very scanty replies. Why should not the
Government he frank and open with Par-
liament and say, ‘‘We want this piece of
land because here is a company prepared
to do so and so and we want to lease the
land to them”? Then Parliament would
be in a position to deal with the matter.
It this Bill were passed here and in aa-
other place, what would happen? The
Government wonld make their own bar-
gain with the speeulators behind the back
of Parliament. In an important matter
like this, even the present Government
have submitted previous projects for Par-
liamentary sanction. There was the black-
boy concession and also another conces-
sion within my recollection during the
last few vears. Why should not that
course be followed in this ease? T know
Mr. Kingsmill, as a reason for voting
against the amendment, asked why we
shonld not let any number of speeulators
have a chance. The posilion is that a
small indﬁstry like the cement industry
cannot possibly support more than one
manufacturer here. Then why shounld a
second come in? I have a ease in point.
A company had secured rights for a cer-
*tain industry and had started it at eon-
siderable cost. Another company then
sought rights, and people asked why?t
The second company got their Bill
through its second reading, and then the
reason why came out. The second com-
pany went to the first company and said,
“What will you give us? There is only
room for one.’”’ So the second company
had to be bought out. The Legislature
must not open the door to that sort of
thing. I hope when the Colonial Secre-
tary comes to reply he will explain why
the Government have kept that legiti-

LOUNCIL.]

mate Wesl Australian eompany, who ide-
sire t¢ develop the Lake Clifton lime
deposit, hanging on tenter hooks for
nearly two years, What is the rea-
son?  Why should this new pro-
posal be rushed with lightning speed
throngh  Parliament? Certainly, know-
ing as much as 1 do of such mat-
ters, I must vote for the amendment, and
will hope for clearer light when the mat-
ter comes up again.

Hon. 1. MILLINGTON {North-East)
{8.25]: I notice that some hon. members
are averse to taking the responsibility
of vouing for this Bill, but although I
have not any addilional information to
supply 1 wish to point out that there
is a great deal of responsibility in refus-
ing the Government the power they ask.
When this power is given, there is a
probabilily of an indusiry being estah-
lished; and 1 do not feel disposed to take
the responsibility of putting that baek
for probably six months, There has been
a certain amount of suspieion thrown
upron the Government, but presumably, as
they have asked Parliament to give them
the power to resume this land, they will
have to take the full responsibility for
anv agreeirent into which they wmay enter
with the new company. No matier how
we fry to hedge the Government in the
matter, the responsibility will still he
theirs,  Alihongh 1 resret that more in-
formation has not been given, T am uni
prepared to vote for the amendment, he-
eanse T am not prepared to stand in the
way of the establishment of any industry
which will have the effect of hettering
the State. T realise my responsibility in
voting for the measure, but T also realise
that T should incur a greater responsibil-
iy in voting against the second reading.

Hon. J. F. ALLEN (West) [8.27]: 1
ean quite understand the attitnde of Mr.
Cornell in connection with this matter,
but T am very mueh surprised to find
opposition coming from other quarters
of the House. TIf this were a proposition
for the Government o siart the manufae-
ture of ecemenf—-as might naturally have
been expecied from the Government, who
are so very fond of experimenting in en-
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terprises of this descriptiom—ithen I

- could bave undersicod the opposition to

ilbe projeet. But when it comes to a
question of a company or firm proposing
to exploit the natural wealth of the State
in a manner which has not been employed
so far, T am surprised to see such strenu-
ous opposition from members whoe bave
on many occasions fonght for the foster-
ing of private enterprise. This Bill
simply gives the Government power to
lease this land, having first released it
from the veserve. The object is to enable
the natural products which lie there to
be used. As one who some 25 years ago
was assoeiated from an enginecring point
of view with one of the first cement
works established in  Australia, 1 ean
assure the House that it is not only neces-
sary to know rhat the ingredients reqnired
for manufaeturing cement exist in the
soil, but also to possess high technical
knowledge and considerable engineering
skill to eonvert the natural ingredienis
into a marketable commodity. Cement
works are of a highly technical nature,
equivalent to a chemieal factory in whieh
the products have to be up to a
certain standard from year's end to year's
end. It is not only necessary for indi-
viduals to know that the ingredients exist
for the purpose of manufacturing, but
the individuals must have the necessary
knowledge for turning that material into
proper constituents in order to obtaip
a commercial produet. That knowledge is
necessary for the suecess of the venture.
1 feel satisfied that the Government will
nof, in opposition to their ordinary tra-
ditions, allow this chance of State enter-
prise to pass into the hands of a private
company unless the private company are
up to standard in every respect, with
knowiedge and capital to develop the de-
posit. No opposition has been raised
in this Chamber in the past when mineral
leases, pastoral leases, timber leases, and
other means of exploitation of the natural
wealth of this State have been granted to
private companies for the benefit of them-
selves and of the community at large.
Therefore it is astonishing to me to find
this Chamber, of all Chambers, opposing
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the preseut proposal of the Government.
1 shall vole against the swendment and
support the Bill,

Hon. E. MeLARTY  (South-West)
[8.30]: Hon. members seem tfo require
a great deal of information on this sub-
ject. 1 am in a position to say that these
two offers have nothing to do with each
other. The proposition to take lime from
Lake Clifton and to deliver it at 7s. 6d.
rer ton is, in my opinion, all moonshine.
Hon. members desire information; but
have they got any genuine offer from any
other company to pot down £200,000%
Personally I do not believe one word of
it. The construction of a railway of from
14 to 16 miles is involved, and it is al-
ways a vexed question whether we should
allow a private eompany to construct a
railway. The Government are not in a
position to build the railway, and it is
questionable whether they would be jus-
tified in giving an option to a private
company to construct the line. It is un-
derstood that this Lake Clifton proposi-
tion will supply farmers with Lime I
have never previously heard it suggested
that eement works were to he considered
at all, In regard to the other proposition,
at Capel, T am informed by those who
know the locality that there is no timber
of any value on the ground, and that
no harm can be done by resuming the land
and giving those people permission to
quarry for limestone. If the Bill is
pased, those people are prepared to put
up £5,000 as a guaraniee of their bona
fides, and to immediately indent the neces-
sary machinery from Ameriga and pro-
ceed with the work with the least possible
delay, whereas the other company, of
which we have heard, has heen talking
about it for the last two years.

Hon. W. Patrick: If they cannot get
the concession, how can they start?

Hon. E. McLARTY : They eannot, and
it is a question whether they will ever
get permission to construet the private
railwvay. I am not too sanguine about
the Lake Clifton proposition at all, I
know the lake as well as I know my own
fields. No doubt there is an enor-
mous quantity of lime there, but the lake
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is a sheet of water 14 miles long and
halt a mile wide, and has a considerable
depth for (he greater part of the
vear, so it will be a pretty diffieult
matter to commercially produce the lime.
Nowever, 1 say let them carry on, by all
means. People are asking for lime, and
if the Lake Clifton proposition is prac-
ticable, there is no reason why it should
noi be gone on with. The company are
asking for no concession at all. They
are prepared Lo start at once to open up
an industry whiel will be of great benefit
to the country. I ecannol understand why
the Government should not be trnsted
in this simple maiter of making an agvee-
ment with those pecple to work the de-
posit, Germany has been getting £52,000
a year from {lis State for cement for the
last five years, and the sooner we manufac-
lure our own ¢ement the better. I am con-
fident that this is a genuine offer. The
preople of the locality are most anxious
that the eoneession should be granted.
The one offer has nothing whatever o do
with the other. We bave heard of the
cireularising of members, but it seems {0
me there has been a little wire-pulling on
the other side. .

Hon. A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan)
[8.371: So far as I am concerned, I have
not been circularised by anyone, and
consequently T approach the subject with
a perfectly open mind. As I listened to
Mr. Cornell T thought 1 would have lo
refer to the company as the late Mr.
TDeeming referred to his late wives, name-
ly, as the “late cemented”; but after lis-
fening to Mr. MeLarty T think the conclu-
sion may be reversed, and I trust the
amendment moved by Mr, Cornell will
not he earried, and that the Government
will be ahle (o negotiale with some com-
pany in order fo utilise these lime de-
posits.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central—in reply) [3.38]:
Both the mover and the geconder of the
amendment, and most of its supporters,

appear to have missed the parport of the .

Bill. The object of the measure is, not to
grant a concession to any particular in-
dividual, but to exeise 50 aeres of land

[COUNCIL.]

from the permavent reserve at the Stir-
ling estate. That is (he whole object of
the Bill, to exeise this land for the pur-
pose of graniing to some person who may
e in a position to develop it in the only
way it can be used. Bui at the present
limte, as far as I can undersiand,—and
L have repeatedly approached the Minister
for Works on the matier; the Minister
is desirous of securing cheap cement for
the Works Department—there has been
no guarantee that any particular indi-
vidual or company will be granted this
coneession, 1 have asked the Minister for
Works for information, and he says there
15 none; except fhat a representative
of a South Austraiian ecompany, Mr. H.
J. Seott, located this limestone quarry
and reported the discovery to the Minis-
ter for Works, expressing a desire to
enter info negoliations. Mr. Angwin dis-
covered that the land was part of a per-
manent reserve, and that before he could
take action it wounld be necessary to re-
lease it. The Bill is for the purpose of
releasing it, and when it is released nego-
tiations will be entered into. The matter
has never been digeussed by Cabinet.
Hon. A. (. Jenkins: There is nothing
to prevent a preliminary agreement to
prove the genuiness of the company.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I
understand it is the only application for
ihis partieular land. Mr. Angwin said
thal if there are other applications they
will be considered together with this one,
and that the lease will be granied to the
company or person most likely to develop
it in the best interests of the State. No
doubt T could have furnished a lot of in-
formation to the House if I had adopted
a certain eourse, Mr. H. J. Scott has re-
peatedly sought an interview with me in
connection with this matter in order fo
supply me with information, but I
declined to see him. So far as T know
he has no connection with the Bill. Up
to the present his negotiations wilh the
Government have never been considered,
so I did not feel justified in accepting the
information which he desired to give me,
when there might be some doubt as to
whether he will get the concession, I am
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sure the Government are desirous of
showing the company every considera-
tion, if they are preparéd Lo embark on
such an enterprise. We wounld go a long
way to encourage them, but they have no
absolute guarantee of that at the present
time. The question is does the House
wish this 50 acres to continue to be locked
up aod undeveloped? I am informed
that the land is useless for the purpose of
agriculiure, of grazing, or of reecreation.
What does the House propose to do; to
allow the quarry to remain undeveloped,
or to permit the Government to come o
a decision as to which is the bhest offer
in the interests of the State?

Hon. J. P, Cullen: Why was Newnham
blocked? Why was the Lake Clifion
proposilion held over?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
know nothing about it, except the refer-
ences I have seen in the newspapers.

Awmendment (six months) put, and a
division taken with the following re-
sult:—

Ayes .. .. 7
Noes .. .. .14

-

[

Majority against

Aves.
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. H. P. Colebateh |Hon. A. G. Jenkios
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. W. Patrick
Hon. J. F. Cullen {Teller).

Noes,
Hon. J. F. Allen Hon. R. J. Lynn
Hon. C. F. Baxler Hou. E. Melarty
Hon. H. Carson Hon. H. Millington
Hon. F. Connor Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. M. Drew Hoon. G. M. Sewell
Hon. J. Duffell Hon. A. Sanderson
Hen. J. J. Helmes {Teller).
Hon. W. Kingsmill

Amendment (six months) thus nega-
ived.

Question (second reading) put, and a
livision taken with the following re-
ult :—

Ayes .. .
Noes - .

Majority for

R Y.~

2791

Avea,
Hon. J. F. Allen Hon. R. J. Lynn
Hen, €. . Bealer Hon. E. Melarwy
Hon. H. Carson How. H. Millington
Haun. K. Cennor Hono. A. Eanderson
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon G. M. Sewell
Hon. J. Duffelt Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J, J. Holmes (Teller).
Ifon. W. Kingsmill

Nokgs.
Hon, R. G, Ardagh * Hen. ¥. Bamersley
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon, A. G. Jenkins
Heon. J. Coraoell Hoe. W. Patrick
Hon. J. F. Cullen {Tellery.

Question thus passed.
Bili rend a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. W. Kingsmwill in the Chair, the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Excision of portion of re-
serve:

Hon. J. F, CULLEN: I would like the
Minister to get us some information
before the Bill goes throngh Commitiee.
He informed the House that he knew
nothing about the Lake Clifton lime de-
posits or the men who have been dealing
with the Government for nearly two
years for permission to use these lime
deposits. Tt 1s elear that some other
member of the Government must know.
I do not want the Colonial Secretary to
have the responsibility of carrying this
House into a position before the public
which we shall all regret. If the Minister
had said that the Government wanted
this piece of reserve excised so that they
might enter into negofialions with some -
one to develop the lime, and that they
would first submit the lease to Parlia-
ment before granting it T would then say,
“By all means.” Bot the Minister came
to us professing to know nothing about
the intention to grant the lease in the
future. TUntil he was questioned he did
not mention it. He must have known
a great deal more than thai, otherwise he
should not have come to the House with
such a request. If he knew more he
should have told the Houwse. If the Min-
ister will say now that no lease will bhe
granted without submission to Parlia-
ment T will withdraw further opposition.



2792 ’ .

If he is net in a position to do that I
want o lot of information from some
other Miiister before I can withdraw my
opiptsition. Men who are well known in
Western  Ausirlia as  repuimble and
straight men have beetf regotialing with
the Government and kept on tenterhooka
for nearly two years for the development
of lime deposits at Lake Clifton. Why
46 thése men kept waiting all this time?
If the Government can put through a
Bill for other persons with lightning
speed, why are the Government turning
down these other well-known men¢ It
would be folly to engage upon two in-
dustries of this nature so elose to eaclh
other at the present time. The Minister
does not know anything about this new
company. What does it consist of? Are
they substantial men? Secott is re-
poried to bhave found this lime. The
kind of company promotion indulged in
in this case is a common one, but
this House must not lend itself to
busiress of that sort. I hope the Bill will
be postponed wntil the Minister can give
us information that will satisfy us about
the fwo projects, why they hindered the
one and why they rushed the other. If
they cannot I want the Minister to pro-
mise that Parhament will be consnlted
about the lease just as it was consulted
about the blackboy lease and other con-
eessions,

Hon. A. G. JENEKINS: T initend to
oppose the clause and if it be passed I
shall endeavour fo insert an amendment
,to provide that no lease shall be granted
until after the expiration of one month
and until it has been laid on the Table
of both Houses of Parliament and Par-
liament shall have had an oppertunity of
disallowing the lease. The Government
will then bave the opportunity of mak-
ing the best terms they can with any per-
son who may come along whether 3t be
Mr. Seott or anybody else.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
conrse snggested by Mr. Jenkins is cer-
tainly the proper one fo pursne and not
the tacties adopted by Mr. Cullen, who
has been making all sorts of insinuations
and inguendoes, It will be a matter now

[COUNCIL.]

for the Minister for Lands to decide. 4
a matter of fact, the Minister told me 1
drop this Bill, but in conversation wit
Mr. MeLarty I found that he was an el
thusiastic supporter of the proposal an
he gave me a certain amount of inform:
tion. The Minister, however, again th:
afternoon asked me to drop the Bill.
Hon. J. F. Cullen: Good advice.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
have gertainly no objection to Mr. Jer
kins’s amendment but it will then res
with the Minister in another plac
as<to whether it will be accepted.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Alihough
could pot follow Mr. Cullen and M
Jenkins on the division on the secon
reading I will support both of them an
thank them for what they have dome.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I deny havin
made any insinnations or innuendoe
against the Government, I blame ther
for not having satisfied themselves in re
gard to necessary information and fo
not giving that necessary information t
this House. This House ought not to ae
in the dark. However, I am salisfie
with Mr. Jenkins’s proposal.

Hon, E. McLARTY: The amendmen
which Mr, Jenkins proposes to move wil
méan that the capital which these peopl
have to invest will be hung up for 1!
months. If they want to invest thi
money in a certain industry they shoub
be given the opportunity to do so but th
queslion is whether they are prepared b
he shilly-shallied and kept waiting for 1
months. If there is a company here witl
a eapital of £200,000 to put info this in
dustry we sbould encourage them to comu
along and invest it in the opening uf
of these deposits and fthe manufacture o:
cement. I shall certainly oppose th
amendment to hang the wmatter up fo
12 months.

Clause put and passed.

New clause:

Hon. A, G. JENKINS: T move—

That the following be added as ¢

new clause :—“No lease shall b

granted wnder this Act in respect o

land ezcised until the expiration o

one month after the draft of such
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lease has been laid on the Table of
each House of Parliament; if either
flouse of Parlininetit pitys @ resolution
at aky time within one month afler any
Sitch lease hat been laid before it div:
allowing such iease then the séme shall
cease to have effect.
Jy object is only to see that if any con-
ession is granted the best possible terms
hall be obtained for the State. 1T am
lad that the Minister has consented to
ccept the amendment. No one knows
etter than Mr, MeLerty that any com-
any that is going to develop an in-
ustry like this, if they are going to put
by money into it, they will not do it all
v one day. No hardship will be inflicted
n them by a little delay.

New elause passed.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with an amendment, and
le report adopted.

Read a third time and returned to the
ssembly with an amendment.

‘tting suspended from 9.20 to 9.45 p.m.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’'s Message,

Message received from the Legislative
isemhly nolifying thal amendment No.
requested by the Couneil had been
wde and amendments Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5,
d 6 had anot been made, now consid-
ad.
In Committee.

Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair, the
ilonial Secretary in eharge of the Bill.
No. 1—Clause 2: In paragraph (a)
line 5 strike out the word “ten™ and
ert “pine”:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
W

That the amendmeni be not insisted
gron,
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The reasons
en by the Legislative Assembly for
. accepting this amepdment are not
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strong enough; in fact there have bseti
no reasons given. The Colonial Sectretdry
does not attempt to defend their actiov.
The \Jlmster or Lindy*when introdue-
ing the Bill swid thdt all lands prier to
1910 would receive considerstion: The
increéase in the price of land edmméneé
in 1907 and two areas were sold dt &
higher rate than the existing rate of 10s.
The pext increase ¢commenced in 1909 in
the Yorkrakine area. Whilst the Minis-
ter states ihese matters will receive con-
sideration, he siill denies the people who
took up those linds the right to come
wnder the Bill. I hopy tbe Chamber
will insist upon thése amiendmeits:

Hon. H. CARSON: The Minister dé-
clares lhat if there mre any dnomalies
they will be looked into and eorrected,
bt under the present Land Aect any
min making dan application for the re-
piicing of his land will have to surrender
hig lease and if the price is reduced it
will be put up for re-selection. I hope
the Committee will insist upon ifs am-
endment,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: No reason has
been given why ilie amendment made by
this House should be struel out. The
Minister repeats the statement that un-
der ordinary powers he can rectify an-
omalies and thalt is apt to catch hon.
members who do not bear in mind the
point Mr. Carson has repeated to-night,
that the aggrieved settlers would not
have an equal opportunity under the
ordinary provisions of the Land Act to
what they wonld have under this mea-
sure.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I hope
the House will insist on the améfdment.
There is sirong reason for adoptmg’ it
because repricing took place in 1909,
and one of tbe settlements, in regard to
which the people had to submit to the
greatest hardships, and which has done
the most good, was ihe civil service settle-
ment. That was taken up at the end of
1909, If the people on those areas are to
be excluded from the privileges of the
Bill I can see no reason for passing the
Bill. They had the misfortune, as soon /
as they got their land ready, to sustain/”
the fuli force of bad segsoms. I ea.nth

J
r
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understand the reason the Minister has
for refusing to accept the amendment of
the Couneil.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. s .. 4
Noes . .. .. 15
Majority against ..o 11
AYEB.
HHon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. H. Millington
Hon. J. M. Drew Hen. J. Cornell
{Teller).
Noxs,
Hon. I, F. Allen Hon. A, G. Jenkins
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. R. J. Lynn
Hon, H. Carson Hon. E. McLarly
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hen, W. Patrick
Hon. F. Connar Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J, Duffell Hon, G, M, Sewell
Heon. V. Hameraley Hon.-J. F. Cullen
Hon, 1. J. Holmes i (Teller)

Question thus npegatived; the Coun-
cil’s amendment insisted on.

No. 3.—New clanse: Add the follow-
ing to stand as Clause 4:—“In respect
of any land held under conditional pur-
chase lease, which is more than twelve
miles from any station or siding on an
existing railway, the DMinister may ex-
empt the lessee of such land from pay-
ment of rent for any period up to five
vears, and may extend the term of the
lease, subjeet to thg conditions set out in
the last preceding seection’:

The CHATRMAN: The reason given
by the Assembly for disagreeing is that
the adoption of this clause would ineur
a loss on general revenue which the rev-
enue of the State will not permit.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I
nmove—

That the amendment be not insisted
on.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Bill is in-
tended to give relief to the settlers whose
land has been priced at an excessive
figure. This exemption was recom-
mended by the reclassification board. The
reason for disagreeing to the amendment
. i a poor one because the Government
\cannot claim that they will lose
\v\evenue in  this way when they
ha\y;e no hope of collecting it. It

\
‘!

[COUNCIL.]

18 impossible for settlers so situate
to pay their way. Most of them took u
land on the understanding that railwa
communication would be provided,
the policy of the Lands Department he
been to increase the price of the land i
order to provide railway facilities. Thi
is a wrong policy becauvse the towr
people benefit most from the railway
The elause is permissive, not mandator
When the Labour party were in oppos
lion, they econtended that land ren!
shenld not be regarded as revenue, No
they are converting loan moneys, a¢
vaneced to settlers to pay rent, into re
enue. The Bill, without this clause, wi
afford no relief.

Question put and a division taken wit
the following result:—

Ayes .. .- o4
Noes ce .. 15

Majority agaiust R §

—

AXRES.
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. H. Milllnglon
Hep, J. M. Drew Hon, H. G. Ardagn
(Teller.)

NoEs.
Hon J. [ Allen Hoo. A. G. Jenkias

Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. R. 3. Lynn

Hon. H. P. Colebateh | flon. E. Mclarty
Hou, F, Connae idon. W. Patrlek
Hon. J. F. Cullen !Hon. A.J. H Saw
Hon. J. Duffell ‘Hon., G, 3. Sewell
Hon, V. Hamersley i Hen, H. Carzon

Hon., 4. 1. Holmes (Teller)y.

Question thus negatived; the Council
amendment insisted on.

No. 4—New clause: Add the followin
to stand at Clause 10: “The land sha
he divided into six different grades, :
shown in the schedule hereto, marke
respectively A, B, C, D, E, F. Tl
selling price for the land shall not ¥
more than that shown in the schedu
under the respective grades, according |
its distanee from a railway station ¢
riding, as indieated therein”:

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly
reason for disagreeing is that the amem
ment could not be applied inasmuch
the grades proposed wounld have no pra
tical application as the land to which
refers is not defined.
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The
move—

COLONIAL SECRETARY: I

That the amendment be nol insisted
on.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: This is really
the Government’s proposal,
I would like to know on what lines the
Government intend 1o proceed. The re-
ference to the grade is necessary to make
the Bill workable.

Hon. W, PATRICK: We have been
told time after time that this is not
really an amendment of the Land Act,
but a repricing Bill. It cannof, however,
be a repricing Bill unless there is some-
fhing in it about prices. Mr, Baxter's
amendment inserts the prices proposed
by the Government themselves. Then
why should the Government objeet to itd
Power is given to the Minister in Clause
2 at his discretion to vary the price of
land, but he lias that power already nnder
the existing Land Aect. The Couneil
should insist on its amendment.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : The objec-
tion of the Assembly to the amendment
seems fo be that the land is not sufficiently
well defined. If it is agreeable to Mr.
Baxter, I move an alternative amend-
ment—

That the following be added, to
stand as Clause 10:—“Conditional
purchase land coming within the mean-
ing of this Aect shall be divided inte
siz different grades, as shown in the
Schedule hereto, marked A, B, C, D,
E, and F. The selling price for the
land shall not be more than that shown
in the Schedule under the respective
grades according to its distance from
a railway siation or siding as indi-
caled therein?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I move an
amendment on the alternative amend-
ment—-

That the following provise be
added .—“Provided that in the case of
land infested with indigenous poison
plants, situated in any part of the
State, the mazimum price for such
lands selected since the first day of
January, 1903, shall not exceed ithe

Without it
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price of third-class land for grade or
zone A; that is fo say, siz shillings per
acre if within five wiles of en eristing
railway, or four shillings and nine-
pence per acre if beyond five miles but
within ten miles of an exisling rail-
way, or three shillings and ninepence
per acre if beyond ten miles of an ez-
isting railway.”

This proposal bad much support in an-

other place, and it would be of great

value to the holders of poison land.

Hor., H. P. COLEBATCH: Mr, Cul-
len’s proposal seems to introduce a new
element altogether into the clause. So
far T am only dealing with the amend-
ment which we have submitted to the
Assembly, and which the Assembly has
rejected. 1F new matter is to be iotro-
dueed, it had beiter be introduced separ-
ately.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: That cannot be
done. 'This is part and parcel of the
clause under consideration, and would not
at all put it out of its place in the Bill
Of course it could not be brought forward
as a new clause at the present time.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER; I hope Mr.
Cullen will not press his amendment. 1
am entirely in sympathy with it, but T
do not think the introduction of new
matter info the Bill at this stage would
be advisable. I hope Mr. Cullen will con-
sent {o withdraw his amendment.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I think the
provise would be a great improvement,
but at the same time I do not wish to
give added caunse to another place for
objection. AMr. Baxter having moved the
amendment to which the Assembly dis-
agrees, I will be guided by his advice.
Accordingly I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment.

Amendment (Mr, Cullen’s) by leave
withdrawn.

Hon. H. CARSON: I cannot for the
tife of me understand why the Govern-
ment have not accepted our amendment.
In speaking on the second reading, T
pointed out that under existing land
legislation the Government have all the
powers they ask for in this Bill. If
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they were really in earnest as regards
ihe reduetion of the price of land, they
could have carried it into effect without
bringing this Bill before the House. Un-
less we insist on our amendment, we shall
be no further ahead. I also support Mr.
Colebatel’s alternative amendment.

Amendment (Mr. Colebateh’s) put and
passed.

No. 5, New clause: Add the following
clause to stand as No. 11:—Regulations
and by-laws.—1, Any regulation or by-
law made or purporting to be made under
dr by virtue of this Act shal—(a) be
published in the Gazeite; (b} take effect
from the date of publication or from a
later date to be specified therein; and (e)
be judicially noticed, and unless and until
disallowed as hereinafter provided, or ex-
cept in so far as in confliet with any ex-
press provision of this or any other Aet,
be conclusively deemed to be valid. 2,
Sueh regulations and by-laws shal]l be
laid before both Houses of Parliament
within fourteen days after publication if
Parliament is in session, and if not, then
within fourteen days after the commence-
ment of the next session. 3, If either
House of Parliament pass a resolution at
any time within one month after any such
regulation or by-law has been lnid before
it disallowing such regulation or by-law,
then the same shall thereupon cease to
have cffeet, subject, however, to such and
the like savings as apply in the ecase of
the repeal of a statufe’:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I
mnove—

That the amendment be not insisied
'
on,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The reason
given by the Assembly for disagreaing
with the amendment is nol ingenuous.

The provision in the principal Aet re-
quires both Houses of Parliament to dis-
allow regnlations. The amendment pro-
vides that either ITouse may disallow re-
gulations, The administration of the Bill
will rely largely on regulations.

Question put and negatived; the Coun-
cil’s amendment insisted on.

[COUNCIL.]

No. 6, Add a schedule as follows:—

Sa, | 10m. | 25:. | 5u.| 10ar. | 15m.
¢ R
1et {250 [ 200 | 1870 | 2070 1776 | 1870

A B
amd | o0 72| 69 | 88| we| sp0
gra | 6107 48| sr0 | ss8] 46| sre
1 )
166 | 1570 | 1370 | 1170 | 1378|1270 1070

€ :lona] a0 ss6| 6o 207 o] sp0]tD

3rd 50| 4/3| 3/9 49| 40| 3/8

1st J12/0| Myo | 5f0 J1L/0)] 8/0) 710

Eifzua | 770| 60| 570§ 6/6| 519 520]%F

sed | a6 s/0) a0 | 4/3] wo) 30

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move—
That the amendment be not insisted
on-
Question mnegalived;
amendment insisted on.

the Councils

[ The President resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions reported; and the report
adopted, and a Message accordingly re-
turned to the Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 10.35 to 10.45 p.m.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
In Commiltee,

Resumed from an earlier period of the
silting; Hon, W, Kingsmill in the Chair,
the Colonial Secretary in charge of the
RBill.

Schedule D:

Hon. C, F. BAXTEKR: T move—

That progress be reporled and leave
asked to sit again. .
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I

wish to make a statement. Houn, members
will realise the responsibility of the posi-
tion. This Appropration Bill has been
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sefore the Legislative Council since last
Chursday, namely, one week. There
ieems to be a disposition to delay it
Mewmbers will not proceed wilh the con-
sideration of 1, and under these circum-
itances the Government will have {o ton-
sider the position to-morrow morning.
For the past week we have noi been able
o pay public accounts. It was all
“ight before then because the wmcagure
iad not been interrupted in its progress
lirough Parliament, but daring the last
veek (here hus been un indieation that
his Bill is in jeopardy and consequently
v different position allogether has arisen.
3ut what was pardonable before is ap-
sroaching definite illegality now, and the
Jovernwent will be in  such a position
izt to-morrow morning, uniess ibe Bill
s passed, every public work in Western
\ustralin will be closed down and every
xpenditure, except where absolutely un-
ivoidable, will be stopped. T am not
ising that as a threat. I wish to explain
be real position. 'There iz no justifiea-
ion whalever for holding up this Bill.
t is held up on the plea that members
vish fo see ihe Land Bill put through,
ind also, sinee ilien, the Ligquor Bill put
hrough. I hope that the majority of
he members of the House will not be
mrties te creating such a position. No
jovernment which bhave ever been i
wpwer in Wesiern Ausiraliz have been
reated like ihis Government have been
reated in regard fo the Appropriation
Hil. As a rule such a Bill has gone
hrough in less than five minutes, bui it
as been hung up now for a week. That
: not fair and I do hope thai members
qill recognise that it is not fair and pass
he Bill.

Hon, (. F. Baxter: May I be al-
wed to make an explanation?

The CHAIRM AN : No. The hon. mem-
er can withdraw his motion temporarily
P he likes.

Hon. C. F. Baxter:
he meotion lemporarily.

Motion by leave withdrawn,

Hon. H. CARSON: Is it not possible
or the Government io hold this up vntil
ae Ligquor Bill has gone through? I ask
e leader of the House (0 do this.

I will withdraw

The Coleniali Secretary: I ecannot
hold up the Appropriation Bill

Hon. J. T. CULLEN: I do not think
the remarks of the Minister should be
allowed to go uncriticised. He charges
this Elous¢ with holling up the Appro-
priation Bill. The Governmeni, on the
other hand, kave been holding up the
Land BGill for two days. They have al-
lowed it to lie whilst they adjourned and
did no business. To-night Parliament has
heen turned into a ehorus hall, while hon.
members are negleeling work they are
sent here to do. This THouse, tou, hos
been adjourned repeatedly whilst waiting
upon anolher place.

Hon. J, J. Holmes: Whilst they fin-
ished their songs,

Hon. J, F. CULLEN: And now fthe
Minister asks this House to carry the
rezponsibility. T do not think he has
fairly stated the position. There is ne-
thing to hinder the business being done
in another place. It is very clear to me
that had this House passed the Appro-
priation Bill last Thursday, Parliament
wonld have prorogued on the following
morning, and all the business this Honse
has on its heart and conscience, for in-
stance the Land Bill and the Licensing
Bill, would have gone by the board, I
think the Minister must withdeaw his
strietures upon this House.

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH: I am at a
losz (o understand what the leader of the
House means. Parliament has already
vranied fo the Government ample tem-
jorary supplies pending the passing of
the Appropriation Bill.

The Colonial Secretary:
correct.

Hon. H. . COLEBATCH: We were
nut given 1o understand that the Govern-
ment had only obtained supplies up o
the 25th November. Tt is by no means
unusual for the Appropriation Bill {o
take even longer ic pass through oller
Chambers. If the Government have not
sufficien! supplies lo pay their way, it is
not a maller for this House. We are
abundantly justified in refusing to pass
the Appropriation Bill until the Land
Bill and the Liquor Bill have been dJealt
with,

That is not
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Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: This seems to
me to be the crux of the position. Some
hon, members are deliberately hanging up
the business of the House until the land
and liquor Bills are passed.

Hen. C. F. Baxter: I have said that
liere.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: That is to say
that the Government are not to be trusted.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: They disappointed
us wilth the Land Bill last session.

Hon. B. G. ARDAGH: The Minisler
has already assured us that the Tand Bill
wonld go through.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: T had thal assur-
ance last session.

Ion. R. G. ARDAGH: You will get it
again. '

Hon. C. F, Baxier: What is the use
of it?

Hon, R. G. ARDAGH: It appears o
me that it is a case of tweedledum and
tweedledee. This sort of thing becomes
a political farce.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon,
must not make reflections.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1t is
not correct to say that we have supplies.
The supplies were exhausted on the 3lst
October last.

Hon. H. P. Colebateh: If you have
gone on so jong you :an go on a liltle
longer.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
have been carrying on withont supplies
since then. It was pardonable becanse
the measure was before 1he Assembly
and there was no prospect of supplies
being blocked, but during last week the
position has become different. Instead
of the Bill being automatically passed
through, as has been the case on previous
vecasions, il has been hung up for some
veason or other, and we do not propose
lo live under ihat eondition of affairs.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: I have a dis-
tinet reeollection of the Government some
fime ago purchasing State steamers out
of a vote they had no right to use in that
direction, and also of the Government
lilehing trust funds and giving an 1.O.U.
for the money. We are told that if we
do not pass lhis Appropriation Bill

member

[COUNCIL.]

within 24 hours they are going to sto
spending money. Suddeoly we are tol
that the Government are going now to a
aceording to the law, after defying ti
law for a considerable period. The Go
ernment have spent money illegally f¢
24 days, and they ean go on for 25 ¢
26 days so far as I am concerned.

promised the Minister I would assist hi
so far as I could in helping him fo clos
the session this evening, but when orn
sees that there is not the slightest pro
pect of doing so, and that business
not being proceeded wilh in any baste i
another Chamber, the Colonial Seeretar
cannot wonder if this House objeets ¢
agree to the closing of the session (¢
night. There is no desire to hang up itk
Government in regard to the Appropri:
tion Bill. The Honse has just reasor
for fearing, from the statements whic
have appeared in the public Press give
by Ministers, that the end of this sessig
is going to be determined at once. In ff
circumstances the House is juslified, whe
there is important business to be don
in saying that (his business shall be don:
even if it means holding up the Appre
priation Bill for another 24 hours.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I resent the ir
sinuation that the House is hamperin
the Government.

Hon. J. Cornell:
does so,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I think ths
during this session the leader of th
House has had a fair measure of suppo
from me. My mind is made up that, s
far as T am concerned, any influence
can give will be direeted in havin
another place to deal with the Liguo
Bill and the Land Bi'l, and when the
had come to a final decision on thes
Bills, T am prepared to deal with th
Appropriation Bill,

Hon. A. J. H. 8AW : I was sent her
for a speeific purpose, and that was t
see that some measure of liquor refon
for war lime was carried through thi
session. 1 have tried fo avoid part
strife, and like Mr. Holmes I have suf
ported the Government on many ocet
sions. I am firmly eonvinced that if w

Of course it neve
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pass this Appropriation Bill the fate of
the Liguor Bill is sealed and it is for that
reason 1 intend to support the continued
hanging up of this Bill. If the Govern-
ment have been acting illegally for
several weeks in spending money they
have my permission to do so for another
few more days.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 must now ask
hon, members to confine their discussion
to the question before the Commitiee.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: 1 move—

That progress be reported.

Motion (progress) put and a division
taken with the following resull:—

Ayes 12
Noes 8
Majority for .. 4
AYES.
Hon. J. F. Allen Hon. A. G. Jenklns
Hon. H. Carson Hon. E. J. Lynn
Hon. H. P. Colebateh |Hon. W. Patrick
Hen, J. F. Cullen Hon, A, J. H. Saw
Hon. J, Duffell Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon, V. Hamersley (Teiler).
Hon. J. J. Holmes
NoES.
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. E. McLarty
Hon. F. Connor Hoo. H. Millington
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. G. M, Sewell
Heon. J. M. Drew Hoa. A. Sanderson
{Teller).

Motion thus passed.
[The President resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : 1
move—
That the House at ils rising adjourn
until 3 p.m. toe-morrow.

Question passed.

House adjourned 11.10 p.m.
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Legislative Hsscmbly,
Thursday, 25th November, 1915.

Papers presented 2799
Questions: Rottnest 1siand as " hohday resort .. 2799

Wyndham Freezing Works machinery . 2800
Bills : 'War Council, all stages 2500

Land Act Amendwent Council’s ‘amend.

ments .. 2810
Sale of Ligoor Regnln.t.lon (No 2), Council's
amendments .. 2827
I‘roh:bltxon ol Tre.atmg on Licensed Pre- 515
Hetmpolltnn Water ply. Sewernga and
Drainage 4c1 Amendpmeut iR., 28, 2846
‘War Couucil, Couuncil’s smesdment . 2BIT
Permancnt Reserva {No. 2}, roturned .. 2B47
Land Act Amendment, Council’s message ... 2847
Price of Goods, nll stages 2848
Fremnntle Mumclpnl Tmmwan and Elec-
trie Li tlng Act Amendment, all uuges 2863
Adjournment, Special ... 2863
The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the

Chair at 3 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the Premier: Return showing posi-
tion of audit of Governmeni Trading
Concerns as on 20th November.

By the Minister for Lands: Regula-
tions under the Industries Assistance
Act.

By the Minister for Works: By-laws
of Midland Junction municipality rela-
ting to motor traffic.

QUESTION—ROTTNEST ISLAND
AS A HOLIDAY RESORT.

Mr. SMITH asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: Now that the German prisoners are
being removed from Rottnest, will the
Government arrange to have the island
thrown open to the public for the Christ-
mas holidays?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
An endeavour will be made to have Roti-
nest Island available to the public by
Christmas, at all events for eampers pro-
viding their own requirements. The
buildings require considerable renova-
tions, and the camps are useless. YWhat
can be reasonably done in the short time
available will be done as soon as the
island is formally handed over by the
Military  Authorities, probably on
Wednesday next.



